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Jennie Hahn

JENNIE HAHN's Maine roots are generations deep. She grew up in Thomaston, a
Midcoast town near Rockland, with parents who were fourth- and twelfth-generation
Mainers. When she left the state to go to Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York, she
recognized that she harbored "special feelings about Maine" — feelings of geographical
identification "that a lot of my peers maybe didn't have."

After graduating from Vassar's largely non-traditional theater program, Hahn learned of the
Cornerstone Theater Company in 2001, a Los Angeles-based theater ensemble that made
its mark between 1986 and 1991 by going into rural communities around the United States
and producing contemporary adaptations of famous plays. The shows were meant to
highlight and explore issues within the communities, such as race, generational strife, or
Native American ostracization. In 1992, Cornerstone settled in Los Angeles, where the
company continues to use theater to play with definitions of community. Hahn, fascinated
by the ways that drama could help answer the question of "how place affects people,"
moved to California, volunteered with Cornerstone, and was eventually hired. For several

ARTICLES BY JEFF INGLIS

TODAY'S EVENT PICKS

  BARRING THE WAY TO PUBLIC
RECORDS  |  March 17, 2010 
The Maine Legislature is considering a move that will
make it more difficult for concerned citizens to find out
what their government is up to.

  HAITI TROUBLES  |  March 10, 2010 
What can we learn from the Portland Press Herald's
month-long-and-counting series following the beleaguered
Sea Hunter ship carrying relief supplies from Portland to
Haiti? Quite a bit, but more about the Press Herald's
commitment to skeptical observing and detached reporting
than anything else.

  WE HEART EVEN MORE PEOPLE!  |  February 24,

2010 
We were right. We told you two weeks ago that any list of
Portland's Most Influential people was inherently
incomplete — and so it was.

  BALDACCI, DEMS RAISE BROAD-BASED
TAXES  |  February 17, 2010 
Despite numerous repeated claims that he and his party
will not raise "broad-based taxes" while attempting to
solve Maine's decade-old budget disaster, Democratic
governor John Baldacci and legislative Democrats have
done exactly that, and are now expanding those efforts by
increasing an additional tax that hits many Mainers.

  SHOULD NON-CITIZENS VOTE?  |  February 17,

2010 
We Americans know we don't like taxation without

The Phoenix Network:  The Phoenix Boston | Portland | Providence STUFF Boston   WFNX   Tu Boston

Sign In  |  Join  |  Adult  |  Moonsigns  |  Band Guide  |  Blogs  |  In Pictures

                     

About  |  Advertise

Plus 5 more >>

[MUSIC] Orchestra Morphine at the
Stone Mountain Arts Center

http://thephoenix.com/Portland/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/classifieds/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/News/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/news/96917-protecting-liberty/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/news/96917-protecting-liberty/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/news/96914-we-heart-these-people/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Authors/JEFF-INGLIS/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/news/96597-ask-a-black-woman-harry-reid-edition/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/news/96597-ask-a-black-woman-harry-reid-edition/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/News/NewsFeatures/
http://thephoenix.com/rss//Authors/JEFF-INGLIS/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/news/98638-barring-the-way-to-public-records/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/news/98288-haiti-troubles/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/news/97609-we-heart-even-more-people/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/news/97250-baldacci-dems-raise-broad-based-taxes/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/news/97251-should-non-citizens-vote/
http://thephoenix.com/
http://thephoenix.com/boston/
http://thephoenix.com/portland/
http://thephoenix.com/providence/
http://stuffboston.com/
http://wfnx.com/
http://tuboston.com/
http://thephoenix.com/Community/Login.aspx
http://thephoenix.com/Community/user/CreateUser.aspx
http://thephoenix.com/Adult/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Moonsigns/
http://thephoenix.com/BandGuide
http://thephoenix.com/Blogs
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/InPictures/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Listings/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Picks/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/News/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Music/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Movies/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Food/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Life/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Arts/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/RecRoom/
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/video/
http://thephoenix.com/thebest/
http://thephoenix.com/about
http://thephoenix.com/blogs/mediakit
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Picks/Default.aspx
http://thephoenix.com/Portland/Picks/


3/19/10 11:14 AMWe heart these people - News Features - Portland Phoenix

Page 2 of 3http://thephoenix.com/portland/news/96914-we-heart-these-people/?page=7#TOPCONTENT

moved to California, volunteered with Cornerstone, and was eventually hired. For several
years, she "absorbed their methodology, always with the idea of moving back here."

Which she did, in January 2006, to South Portland. She founded Open Waters Theatre
Arts, and quickly produced several unique shows, including The Stone Fisherman — an
evening of short, original plays inspired by the Bertolt Brecht poem — and Choirspeak:
The Maine Woods, a project that used interviews with Mainers to create a choral-inspired
spoken-word commentary on the ways Maine is changing. Choirspeak, which Phoenix
reviewer Megan Grumbling described as "lovely and wise," is a work-in-progress, Hahn
says — one she hopes to revisit someday.

Hahn's latest, and most ambitious, effort (apart from having a son nine months ago) is Of
Farms and Fables, a collaboration between Open Waters and three local farms. The
project — which recently received much-needed funding through the Ella Lyman Cabot
Trust — involves a cross-pollination between artists and farm workers that will culminate in
public outdoor performances during the summer of 2011. By tackling agriculture, Hahn is
diving headfirst into what she calls "the third cultural bloodline of the state" (the other two
being the woods and fishing).

"My vision is one that involves the entire state," Hahn says over breakfast at 158 Pickett
Street Café. "For me it's about Maine. It's about Maine people."

It's also about her complicated relationship with those people, and that legacy. For
someone who describes herself as "a shy person" and "not all that social," her work helps
introduce her to people she might not otherwise meet.

"What is so tender and raw for so many people in the state of Maine is whether you belong
here," she says, admitting that the time she spent "away" made her wonder the same thing
about herself. "I recognize that I have some baggage around my own insider-outsider
status." But as a result of her Open Waters experience, Hahn says she can now "own my
own relationship with the state in a much healthier way than I did when I was first 'in
exile.'"

And thanks to her, perhaps so can we all.
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